Identification of a prealbumin variant in the serum of a Japanese patient with familial amyloidotic polyneuropathy.
Serum prealbumin isolated from a Japanese patient with familial amyloidotic polyneuropathy (FAP) has been found to consist of a mixture of normal prealbumin and a prealbumin variant which contains a methionine for valine substitution at position 30. The prealbumin variant in the serum is identical to the prealbumin variant derived from amyloid fibrils of a Japanese FAP patient. FAP likely results from the deposition of abnormal serum prealbumin in various organs as amyloid fibrils.